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A    SERMON, 

PREACHED  AT  THE  DEDICATION  OF 
St,  Paul's  CHURCH:, 


Matt,  xviii.  20. 

W/jcre  two  er  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midjl  of  them. 

THIS  folemn  occafion  of  our  aflembling  our- 
felves  together,  excites  fo  many  interefting  reflec- 
tions that  I  feel  it  difficult  to  felect  the  luoft  im- 
portant  heads  of  confideration,  or  to  do  juftice  to 
them  when  felecled.  My  object  fhall  be  to  im- 
prove  upon  thofe  points  which  are  mofl  fuited  to 
the  occafion,  but,  as  thefe  are  numerous,  I  fhall  not 
attempt  earneft  exhortation,  fo  much  as  I  fliall  en- 
deavour to  impart  inftruclion  and  information. 
Ifliall  addrefs  myfelf  to  your  underllandings  prin- 
cipally, and  fhall  trull  to  your  own  hearts  making 
the  proper  application  of  my  difcourfe. 

The  Service  of  this  day  has  fet  forth  part  of  the 
word  of  God  on  the  fubjecl  of  dedicating  places  to 
his  holy  worfhip,  and  the  fancllty  of  places  fo  de- 
dicated. It  has  alfo  declared  to  you  fome  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed  and  learnt  in  God's  Holy 
Houfe.  On  a  fimilar  view  of  the  fubjed  I  proceed 
to  enlarge  on  the  text,  to  confider  the  fanc1:ity  of 
this  place,  and  the  duties  to  be  performed  in  it, 
and  alfo  the  foundation  on  which  the  fpirituai 
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Church  of  Cod  muft  be  built,  namely    «  the  A 
port  cs  and  Prophet.,  Jefus  Chrift  hSf  bcin.  the" 
chief  corner  flonc."*  ""ug  me 

i-ar  lioljnefs  ot  the  Houfe  of  God.  In  the  n^« 
Place,  the  worfhip  ^ue  to  God  in  hi,  Houfc     And 

sf  P?.i  ^''"?.^"'l  '»»  Apoaies,  and  efpecially  of 
&  .  Pm\  on  th.s  day  as  this  Church  is  diftinKuift- 
ed  by  tlie  name  of  that  Saint.  * 

Firft  we  are  to  confider  the  peculiar  holinefs  of 
t^ln  "?"'^'    "  ^''"'^ '"°  "  ">rce  arc  gathered 

of  ?;h>.  f  *°'-''\°f  Jrfus  Chrift  are  a  proof 
hL  l^'"'7v";  '•"  "'%''oufe  of  aflen.bling  i„ 
tl^.:f  aa}^'\^'"S  a  fubjeft  which  is  to.>, 'it- 
out  of  ^i"^""'  '  P^P"''".*"  bring  forwar<l  fomc 
it  A  Jh  ""l  P'"'S«  in  Scripture  elucidating 
It,  which  you  have  not  already  heard  this  dav 

word~Church.-whichisof  Greek  orisin    mean' 
the  I  ord's  houfe,  the  houfe  of  the  Lor?   and    h^ 

Sm"''"'  '..^''•A'  '=  «"'  ''ft  departed  from   he 
original.    "  Ihe  Church,  or  houfe  of  the  Lord  is 

to  him  bemgfolemnly  dedicated  and  fet  apart  for 

count  of  his  peculiar  prelence,  not  only  by  the  ad. 
numftration  of  his  Word  and  Sacraments^  but  by 
reafon  ot  the  attendance  of  his  holy  A.ige  s  to  ob'^ 
ferve  our  behaviour  and  deportment ;     ?  beinrby 

tdTl'trof  rod' ^'  adminiftering  SpiriJs,  thatVe 
ipcciality  ot  God  s  pretence  is  delcribed  in  the  Old 

?"1^T  ^'«^"^?".'-"t  The  dedicatian  of  it  to 
facred  ufes  makes  ,t  in  a  particular  manner  holy  to 
God  ;  and  prayer  and  confeffion,  and  praife  and 
thankfgiving,  aud  the  holy  myfteries,  celebrated 
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here,  have  the  promifc  of  his  particular  prcfcntc. 

TIic  firft  houfe  of  God  which  we  read  of,  is, 
the  Pillar  which  Jacob  fet  up,  after  his  vifion  of  a 
Ladder  fet  upon  the  earth,  and  reaching  to  Heaven, 
and  the  Angels  of  God  afcending  and  defcending 
on  it,  "  And  Jacob  awaked  out  (  f  his  flcep,  and 
he  faid,  furcly  the  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and  1  knew 
it  not.  And  he  was  afraid,  and  lliid,  how  dread- 
ful is  this  place  !  this  is  none  other  but  tJie  houfc 
of  God,  and  this  is  the  gale  of  Heaven."*  And 
he  fet  up  a  pillar,  and  faid  this  (hall  be  God's 
houfc.  God's  prefencc  by  the  miniftry  of  Angels 
is  dcfcribcd  in  many  paffages  of  Scripture.  In  the 
Old  Tcllament  we  read,  that  "  the  Angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  to  Mofes  in  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the 
midft  of  a  bufh  j  and  the  bufli  burned,  and  was 
not  confumed.  And  God  called  to  him  out  of  the 
midit  of  the  bufli,  and  God  faid  to  him,  draw  not 
nigh  hither  :  put  off"  thy  fhoes  from  off  thy  feet, 
for  the  place  whereon  thou  ftandcft  is  holy 
ground."!  In  the  New  Teftament  we  find  St.  Paul 
injoining  the  Chriftian  Women  at  Corinth  to  ap- 
pear drefled  in  their  religions  affemblies  accord, 
ing  to  the  decent  cuftom  of  the  times,  at  that 
place,  "  becaufe  of  the  Angels"|  he  f;iys,  which 
muft  mean,  becaufe  the  Angels  are  in  a  particular 
manner  prefent  in  religious  affemblies. 

In  the  wilderncfs  God  ordered  his  people  lo 
make  him  a  fanduary,  and  he  fpakc  unto  Moles, 
faying,  let  them  make  me  a  fanftuary ;  that  I  may 
dwell  amongft  them.  And  Mofes  fet  up  the  Ta- 
bernacle  of  the  Congregation,  made  according  to 
the  direaions  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  filled  the  Tabernacle.  The  cloud  covered  it 
by  day,  and  the  appearance  of  fire  by  night.  Af. 
terwards,  when  David  prepared  to  build  an  habit- 
ationfor  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  the   Lord  i\». 


*  Goij.  28,  16,  17. 
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vcaled  to  him  by  his  Spirit  a  pattern  for  it  ;  but 
he  was  ordered  to  lc:ivc  it  to  Solomou  to  execute. 
When  Solomon  had  built  tlic  Templt,  and  dedi- 
cated it,  and  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  rife  into  hig 
retting- place,  fire  came  down  from  Heaven  upon 
the  facrificcs,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  th« 
houfe.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Solomon,  by 
night,  I  have  chofen  this  place  to  myfelf  for  an 
houfe  of  facrifice— mine  eyes  fliall  be  open,  and 
mine  ears  attent  to  the  prayer  that  is  made  in  this 
place; 

The  holinefs  of  the  Tabernacle,  and  of  the 
Temple,  and  God's  particular  prelence  in  them,  are 
fo  plainly  defcribed  in  Scripture,  that  it  is  fufllci- 
ent  to  remind  you  of  its  account  of  thefe  things. 
Ihe  people  of  Cod  cfpecially  worftiiped  him  in 
thofe  holy  places,  offered  their  facrifices  there,  and 
in  them  heard  the  Law  and  Word  of  God  read 
and  declared.  The  Teirple  was  doftroycd  by  the 
army  ^f  Nebuchadnezzar,  King  of  Babylon  ;  and 
the  people  were  taken  into  captivity.  After  the 
Babyionifh  captivity  it  was  rebuilt  by  Zerubbabel 
and  Jofhua,  and  it  was  fanctified  by  God,  but  not 
with  lurh  \  ifiblc  and  diftinguiftied  glory  as  had  filled 
the  former  Temple,  at  lealt  not  till  the  promife  was 
fulfiled,  that  the  delire  of  all  nations  fliould  come, 
wlien,  ( hriit,  by  frequenting  the  latter  houfe 
tu:idc  its  glory  greater  than  that  of  the  former 
oiic.  Synagogues  were  alfo  built  by  the  peo- 
ple of  God  in  many  parts  of  the  country  after 
the  Babyionifh  captivity.  They  were  fet  apart 
ft)r  public  worihip.  In  them  the  Scriptures  were 
read  and  preached  upon,  "  and  the  prayers  were 
offered  up  in  public  forms  in  common  for  the 
whole  congregation."*  Thefe  places  were  holy . 
to  the  Lord  ;  and  his  blefiing  was  particularly 
vouehl  ifed  to  devout  fervices  performed  in  them  j 

*  Crudcn'«.  Cunconlnru'f. 
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and  we  Hnd  Jcfus  Chrift  and  his  Apoftlcs  frequent, 
ly  teaching;  in  them.  ^ 

AS  under  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  that  i«,  the  old 
rifprnfation  ot  the  Covenant  of  Chrirt,  it  is  plain, 
Jiat  God's  Houfe,  or  Temple,  was  particular'.y  ho- 
ly  to  him,  and  that  he  was  in  a  Ipccial  manner 
prefent  in  it,  so  under  the  New  Teibment,  that 
is   the  later  and  more  perf<-a  difpenfation  of  the 
Covenant,  it  is  manifett,  that  we  are  not  deprived 
of  fimilar  advantages.      The  Revelation    of   the 
will,  and  word,  and  prefcnce,  ot  the  Lord  is  more 
cnlarffcd  to  us  fincc  God  was  manifell  in  the  ileili 
in  the  perfon  of  Chrift  ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
been  more  abundantly  poured  our   in  the  world 
fince  the  coming  of  C  brill  :  The  Holy  Gh  >ft,  him- 
felf,  dcfcendcd  in  vifible  form  and  appearance  on 
Tefus  Chrift,  and  on   his    firft    Apoftles.      Ihen, 
«  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,"*  and  of  the  bet. 
ter  Covenant,  was  completed  and  eftabliihed  :  and 
it  was  foon  after  wound  up  by  the  writings  of  the 
Apoftles  and  Evangclifts.      it  was  mo;c  glorious 
than  the  old  difpenfation,  and  it  is  to  extend  to  all 
nations— more  glorious  in  every  fpintual  refpect, 
and  therefore  in  the  fpiritual  prcfence  of  the  Lord 
particularly  in  his  holy  Houfe.     The  vifible  appear- 
ance  of  the  Lord  has  cealed,  but  liis  real  prefencc 
has  increafed.     It  is  Icfs  confined  to  holy   places, 
and  it  is  more  prefent  to  us  every  where.     A  final U 
er  meafure  of  outward  and  ceremonial  worfliip  is 
required  of  us  ;  and  the  devotion  of  the  fpirit,  and 
of  the  underftanding  alfo,  ii  more  infiUed   upon. 
In  judging  and  afting  upon  thefe  truths  let  us  a- 
void  running  into  extremes,  and  falling  into  fpirit- 
ual  pride,  or   ignorance  of  the  Gofpel.     Imagine 
not,  that,  wliile  you  are  in  this  world,  you  are  not 
to  fflorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit,  t 
in  the  whole  man,  and  in  all  things  ;  or  that  you 
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body  "and"lffS!;°" '°  ^'''^  ""^  »=«?  ""der  your 

onger  particularly  holy  to  the  Lord  IL,hJl^ 
.s  rot  particularl/ prefLt  in  the™  fo^^t't'":**' 
fully  and  pouily  prepared  forms  of  ferviL 
«ot  acceptable  to  him^ndfinrfied  by  "l  ftirT 
fhe  fp1rit"°exceri''Pf  f'"'^'  manJeSrof 

worr"  'thcToW'  ^^' '".""'  '°™  of  found 
.T;„?-'i.  -5  y.°'P<'>   '  committed  unto  vou  "• 

teaTh'tou'atel  ".'  "^''n'""'  ^'"S"™""^ 

its  dirSon"   udfaJ^'tdt'jrf''^  *" 
wife  to  Salvation.  '  "  "'"  "^"^^  yo" 

In  the  words  and  foirit  of  tl./.  n^r^  1    .i    „ 

in  HJ„.  Jefus  cLS':lend"e?imo'' Het^e"td 
l"tVt':Zr'"  '^  '"^  f°-rfet1on' 
Jefus  Chrift  fkvs  to  you,  «  wher*.  two  «.  *i. 

anywolST^J^VS^jm^ 

hZZnr^  '."S""-  in  his'namet  h:'::[i1 
h/wal  ".e  S  If  •"-"  HnT^fl^: 
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and,  at  that  time,  it  is  generally  believed  that  the 
vi/iffie  appearance  of  the  prefence  of  God  had  ceaf- 
cd  to  continue  in  the  Temple  ;  indeed,  it  is  believ- 
ed,  that  the  Glory  and  fire  from  Heaven  did  not 
ever  come  into  the  fecond  Temple. 

It  is  plainly  feen  in  St.  Paul's  Epiftles  that  even  in 
thofe  times  of  perfecution  when  he  wrote,  places 
were  fet  apart  for  the  performance  of  divine  v/or- 
ihip.     An  upper  room  in  the  houfe  of  one  of  the 
faithful  was  probably  generally  dedicated  to  this 
holy  ufe.     St.  Paul  gives  diredions  for  behaviour 
in  fuch  places.     Let  the  women  keep  filence  in  the 
churches,  he  fays  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  he  un- 
derftands  this  not  only  of  the  company  met  togeth- 
er,  but  of  the  place  where  they  met,  by  the  diftinc- 
tion  he  makes  between  this  and  other  places.     If 
they  will  learn  any  thing,  he  adds,  let  them  afk 
their  hulbands  at  home,  for  it  is  a  fhame  for  women 
to  fpeak  in  the  church.    Here*  the   Apoftle  for- 
bids  their  afking  queftions  in  the  churcli.    In  the 
firft    Epiftle    to    Timothyt  he  cxprefsly    forbids 
their  teaching,  and  fo  ufurping  authority  over  the 
man.    He  reproves  the  Corinthians  for  taking  their 
own  fupper  in  a  holy  place.    "  Have  ye  not  houfes, 
fiith  he,  to  eat  and  drink  in,  or  defpife  ye  the 
Church  of  God  ?"J  Whence  it  follows,  that  the 
place  where  they  aflembled  was  not  to  be  ufed  for 
common  purpofes,  but  that  it  was  holy  to  God.§ 
It  appears  then  that  fuch  places  are  fanftified  by 
fpecial  dedication  to  him  and  his   worfhip,  and 
therefore  by  his  fpecial  fpiritual  prefence  in  them, 
not  lefs  in  thefe  times  than  in  David's  time.  There- 
fore  with  him  we  Ihould  rejoice  in  God's  favour 
vouchfafed  unto  them :  and  as  he  did,  we  fhould 
alfo  deliglit  to  frequent  them  \  and  to  fey,  "  the 
Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  more  t'iian  all  the 

•  1  Cpr.  M,  3i,  35.         t  1  Tim.  a.  U.  12.        t  1  Cor.  11. '22. 
j  Yivlc  Ne'son,  Chap.,  y. 


dwellings  of  Jacob  c'*"^,  «  Lord,  I  have  loved 
he  habitation  of  thy  houfe,  and  thi  place  whe'e 
thine  honor  dwelleth/'t  We  read,  the  Lord  «  blef! 
feth  the  habitation  of  the  juft  ^t  much  more,  docs 
he  blefs  the  place  where  his  honor  dwelleth. 

lo   illuftrate  and  confirm  the  proof  of  God's 

^ard   ht^'"?*ff7/'"Kf  ^"  ''i'  P'^^^«'  ^«d  °^t! 
^^ard  things,  I  fhall  obferve,  that  Chriftwasfm 

nianuel,  that  is,  God  in  our  nature  :  that,  he  faid 
the  V  onifortcr,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  even  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  Ihould  dwell  in  thofe  who  love  God  ^ 
and  that,  their  bodies  are  called,  are  really,  temples 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.     Alfo  Jcfus  Chrift  has^omifed 
to  be  fpintually  prefent  in  the  outward  ffgns  and 
fymbols  of  inward  grace  adminiftered  in  his  fac 
raments.     1  hefe  fpecial  Tcftimonies  of  his  prefenc; 
are  admimftered  in  his  houfe  :  but,  notwiKd 
ng  Its  being  the  fitteil  place  for  the  celebratil  of 
them,  yet m  the  liberty  of  Chrift's  fervants,  we  al 
fo  adimniner  them  in  the  houfes  of  thofe  who  wor." 
thily  defire  to  partake,  when  they  can  not  rcce  ie 
them  m  the  Lord's  houfe.     To  the  fick   not  to 
ir.ention  others,  this  is  a  great  comfort  and  bleffinff 
in  our  communion.  ■    ^ 

-  Sf-  Paul  fiys,  «  We  have  an  Altar  :'♦§  and  in  the 
oook  of  Revelation  we  read  of  a  TempL,  and  an 
,^ltar,  and  the  marriage  fuppcr  of  the  Umb  in 
Heaven  ;  and  though  we  cannot  underftand  thefe 
heavenly  things,  yet  they  muft  contribute  to  our 
reverence  of  correfponding  holy  things  on  earth 
1  hope  It  is  now  evident  to  you  that  the  Hou/e 

rL     n  ''  ^V'^^'^^'^y  ^^'y  ^^  ^''"^  ^"d  that  he    s 
fpeoally  prefent  in  it  in  a  fpiritual   manner.     On 

thefe  grounds  as  well  as  thofe  of  public  and  pcrfon. 

al  convenience  .nd  profit,  both  of  a  ten.po?al  and 

fpintual  nature,  lemplcs  and  Churches  have  been 


•  Psalra  B7,  9. 


t  Psalm  26,  B. 
i  Hfcbrens  13,  lo 
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built.     P        ;  by  the  buUdinga  for  worftiip  of  Ma- 
hometans      gans,  and  Heathens,  contemplate  the 
zeal  of  th      eople  of  Gqd,  Jews  and  Chriftians,  in 
building  .       es  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  admire  their 
motives  U  uuilding  them,  and  go  on  in  imitating 
their  conduft.     David  did  not  enter  into  his  own 
houfe,  a  palace  of  cedar,  or  flcep  in  peace,  till  he 
had  brought  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  up  to  Zion,  and 
prepared  to  build  the  Temple.     Haggai  faid  to  the 
people,  « Is  it  time  for  you,  O  ye,  to  dwell  m  your 
cieled  houfes,   and  the  Lord's   houfe  He  wafte.* 
Then  rofe  up  Zerubbabel  and  Jufliua,  and  began  to 
build  the  houfe  of  God  ;  and  with  them,  were  the 
Prophets  of  God  helping  them."t     Confider  the 
great,  and  magnificent,  and  numerous,  churches 
built  by  our  Anceftors  ;  and  the  many  which  have 
been  built  by  the  Roman  Catholics  in  this  coun- 
try.    They  fpccdily  fat  up  a  ftandard,  an  enfign, 
a  building,  holy  to  the  Lord,  to  gather  the  pco. 
pie  together  from  far,  and  they  have  not  forfakcn 
the  affembling  of  themfelves  together  as  the  man- 
ner  of  fome  is.    Praife  this  their  piety,  and  follow 
their  good  examples,  and  improve  upon  them  : 
and  blefs  the  Lord,  that  we  are  this  day  affembled 
to  dedicate  a  houfe  holy  to  him  ;  that  we  have 
fouglit  and  prayed  for  his  fpecial  prefcnce  here  ; 
and  that  it  is  promifed  to  us  in  a  particular  man- 
ner here,  it  here  we  duly  worfliip  him.     If  we  are 
prefent  to  him,  he  will  be  prefent  to  us.     If  we  ho- 
nor him,  he  will  honor  us.     This  brings  me  to  the 
confideration  of  the  worfliip  due  to  God  in  his  houle. 

Conftder  the  ivorjh.ip,  due  to  Cod  in  his  houfe. 

We  muft  be  gathered  together  in  the  name  of 
Chrift.  We  muft  come  to  God  by  him.  He  has  re- 
conciled us  to  the  Father— is  our  only  Mediator  in 


*  Ilaggtii  1,  ■!• 
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redeeming  us  from  a..  ..„,  ^^u  i 

good.  He  is  the  only  name  whereby 

ed :  and  we  muft  honor  him  as  we  honor  the  Fat  her"*" 

In  conjundion  with  them  we  muft  equant  W 

Sirts  jeius  Lhrift  purchafed  for  us,  and  bv  whof^ 

woXn  r'n^  "  coming  here,  our  objea  muft  be,  to 

^ltMh3    J"''  ^""^  ''™  ""'yi  which  is  our 
peateahappmeft,  now,  and  forever,  if  we  trulv 

know  h.m.    «  Whatfoever  we  do.'w^  muft  do  aM 
to  the  glory  of  God ;"!  and  then  we  IhSlbe  Weff 

ry  way,  m  the  whole  man,  in  everv  thin,^  :« 

Eieinir^  ''hf  -"  '^^  w^Zu'r: 

increale  m  Heaven  of  aU  our  talents.     But,  in  eve 
and  to"t1,r  "'"'*  \=  ''"''^=''*  '°  *«  worS  of  God 
wKii  that  word  ;  for,  there  is  no  otlier  rule  hnlv 
juft,  and  good,  to  keep  us  in  the  right  way  of  ho' 
.oSr^ure'nnf  '"'-''""g  ourfelvef  ^SorUy" 

In  form  and  fpirit  of  holinefs  we  muft  worfhiB 
and  the  power  of  religion  before  men  ;   and  never 

of  our  fimTnH*      "^  '^r'  '''^'"■'^  '»■"  ■"  confeflion 
ot  our  iuis,  and  prayer  for  pardon  and  erace  •  arH 

t^o  Snvhh""  "  ?"J  '"2"^  «'°"'''  ^""''^d^up 

o  d  men  and  IhiMr,     •  ^T^  """  """^  ■"^''^'^n^. 

il.ouU  pray  tol^^"'::/^"  P/"^  ^""S^egation 
"  piay  to  mm,  and  praife  him,  with  their 


Vide  Atls  4,  1?. 
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l!ps,  and  their  underftandings  alfo  ;  and  fay,  A- 
men,  at  the  giving  of  thanks,  as  St.  Paul  mentions,^ 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  fervicc,  according  to  the 
direaions  of  our  excellent  Liturgy. 

Our  Liturgy,  or  public  form  of  prayer,  is  a  great 
help  to  offering  up  the  worftiip  due  to  God  in  his 
houfe  -,    and  to  following  the  praftice  approved  of 
by  David,  for  he  fays,  «  in  his  Temple  doth  every 
one  fpeak  of  his  glory."t    By  the  means  of  this 
the  worfliip  is  made  the  joint  aB  of  the  congrega- 
tion, both  of  the  Minifter  and  of  the  people.     All 
are  enabled,  and  called  upon,  to  become  actual  far- 
ties  in  the  fervice  performed  j    and  to  join  in  open 
as  well  as  fecret  confeffion  and  prayer,  and  praife 
and  thanksgiving  ;  to  work  together  in  the  duties 
of  devotion.     The  heart  is  more  free  for  the  fpirit 
of  devotion,  the  head  being  lefs  engaged  by  inven- 
tion, or   attention   to  novelty.     Agreement  too 
in  our  prayers  is  by  its  means  perfectly  accomplilh- 
ed  ;    and  Jefus  Chrift  fays,  '^  if  two  of  you  ftiall 
agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing  that  they 
fliall  alk,  it  fliall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven." J     The  prayer  of  a  righteous 
man  availeth  much — much  more,  the  united  pray- 
ers of  a  devout  congregation  agreeing  in  what  they 
alk,  and  gathered  together  in  the  name  of  Chrift, 
in  God's  holy  houfe.     This,  and  praife  with  one 
confent — heart  and  voice — is  the  worfliip  moft  ac- 
ceptable and  glorious  to  God,  and  moft  edifying  and 
profitable  to  man.     They  are  little  acquainted  with 
the  beauty  of  holinefs— the  excellence  of  worfhip 
— who  regard  preaching,  and  exhorting,  or  ex- 
plaining on  dodrines  or  duties,  more  than  they  re- 
gard joining  in  public  prayer  and  praife.     They 
fcarcely  know  the  nature  of  //?/>,  if  they  prefer  the 
ether.     Preaching  is  rather  an  appendage  to  holy 
worfliip  than  a  part  of  it  ;   and  it  is  more  the  fer- 
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yk6  of  the  Miniftcr  than  of  the  Congregation,     li 
18  intended  to  inftrud  you  in  your  duty,  but  pray- 
er IS  calculated  to  procure  you  that  divine  affiftance 
which  can  alone  enable  you  to  perform  it.*     Pray- 
er is  the  defire  of  the  foul  feeking  for  help  from  L 
bove,  entering  into  communion  with   God.  and 
converfation  in  Heaven.     It  is  the  k-y  of  Heaven^ 
"  Knock,  and  it  fhali  be  opened  unto  you.'*t  Come* 
here  to  pray,  rather  than   to  hear;    to  addreft 
yourfelf  to  God,  rather  than  to  liften  to  the  preach- 
er.   "  My  houfe  fliall  be  called  the  houfe  of  pray- 
er"|  fays  the  Lord.     This  is  its  chief  diftin&on. 
Ihjs -Prayer— is  your  chief,  and  moft  bleffed  duty 
here.     It  brings  down  God  to  intercourfe  with 
man.     It  makes  this  hoafe  the  houfe  of  God,  and 
the  gate  of  Heaven.     How  dreadful  is  this  place  ! 
and  at  the  fame  time,  how  amiable  are  thy  dwell- 
ings,  O  Lord  of  Hqrts  ! 

<c  i"  ^^^.^  ^°^^  ^"^  J°y  ^"  ^^^  courts  of  the  Lord, 
*'  ferve  b'm  in  fear,  and  rejoice  unto  him  with  rev- 
erence. "§     Solomon  tells  you  to  look  to  your  feet 
when  you  go  into  the  houfe  of  God,  in  allufion  to 
the  eaftern  cuftom  of  putting  off  the  fhoes  out  of  re 
ipea  to  facred  places.     We  fliould,  on  the  fam^ 
principle,  take  ofl  our  hats  ;  and  in  our  whole  be- 
haviour and  deportment  (hew  our  reverence  and 
devotion  in  the  courts  and  prefence  of  the  Lord.(| 
vVe  mould  be  early  and  happy  in  coming,  and  dili- 
gent and  ferious  in  worflupping,  and  in  performing 
all  our  duty  and  devoiion  in  the  houfe  of  God  ;  and 
we  fhould  contribute  to  the  fanclity,  and  the  fer- 
vi:e,  and  the  peace  and  harmony,  of  the  place,  in 
every  v.ay  in  our  pov.er,  that  we  may  as  much  as 

•  Vide  Reverend  C.  Dauber.^ '■,  G.-ide  ro  the  Church.  ( lOtl.  Chapter.)  (o 
*hich  J  um  iiidcbicl  for  some  ol  the  foregoing  remark,  ou  the  peculiar  ex- 
cn.o.ice  ot  our  CluMih  Service.-- Kv,r;y  one  who  .ieaires  acnuanumice  with 
the  („u,ul»tioi.  ai.d  .svjteni  ol  onr  Chtirch.  and  with  the  pnucipie.  ol  order 
and  ,.,„„„  .yhi.h  should  K^gMlate  Christ's  Servants,  ought  to  read  the  abo»e 

t  ilait.  7.  7.  t  Matt.  T.,  1,1.  ha.  or!.  7. 

(  Psalm  a.  11 .  o:.i  Tran>lali..n.  J|  Vide  Nelboii  Chapter  P. 


17 


poffible  glorify  God.  This  is  the  worfliip  due  to 
him  in  his  houfe,  worfliip  of  our  bodies  and  of  our 
fpirita,  of  the  whole  man,  and  of  the  whole  con- 
gregaiion,  in  unity  and  agreement  of  heart  and 
voice  ;  the  heart  of  all  believing  to  righteoufncfs, 
and  the  mouth  of  all  confcfling  to  falvation.  Wor- 
fliip him  fo,  and  fear  him^  and  laud  him,  all  yc 

people !  .     r      r   1 

We  have  conlidered  the  peculiar  hohnels  of  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  the  worfliip  due  to  him  in   his 
houfe.     Laftly,  and  briefly,  let  us  conlider  the  ex- 
tellence  of  the  inflrudion  and  example  of  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  and  efpecially  of  St.  Paul. 
«  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins  j  and 
not  for  our's  only,  but  alfo  for  the  fms   of  the 
whole  world."*    He  is  no  refpecter  of  perfons,  but 
will  accept  all  who  fear  God,  and  work  righteouf- 
ncfe  according  to  the  light  and  talents  which  he  has 
beftowed  upon  them.     He  is  the  head  of  all  prin- 
cipality and  power  ;    and,  fooner  or  later,  every 
knee  fliall  bow  to  him,  and  every  tongue  confefs 
that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 
He  is  the  head  of  the  Church,    "  a  holy  nation,  a 
peculiar  peoplc,"t  choferi  to  fliew  forth  his  praifes 
in  the  fpirit  of  his  righteoufncfs  and  true  hohnefs. 
He  is  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bifliop  of  our  fouls  ; 
and  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  :  "  and  he  gave 
fome  Apoftles  ;    and  fome  Prophets  ;    and  fome 
cvangelifts  ;    and  fome  paftors,  and  teachers  ;  for 
the  edifying  of  his  Church."!    On  this  foundation 
we  are  built,  Jefus   Chrift  himfelf  being  the  chief 
corner  ftone  :    and  he  is  with  his  Church  to  the 
end  of  the  world.     The   Apoftles   are    firft  in  his 
Church.     They  were  particularly  and  miraculoui- 
ly  inftruded,   and  impowered,  and  commiflioned 
by  him,  to  teach  and  to  govern  his   Church,  and 
to  ordain  fucceflbrs   in  this  holy  MiniUry.     They 


1.  Ji.lin  2.  2. 
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completed  his  Gofjjcl,  by  writing  his  word  to  pai*- 
ticubr  Churches,  and  Ibme  Epiftles  to  all  the  faith- 
ful.  They  were  chief  and  chofen  Imitators  and  ex- 
amples of  rij?,hteoufnds  and  trye  holinefs,  after  the 
perfect  pattern  of  Jcfus  Chrift.  They  preached 
him  in  all  lands  then  known,  almoft,  and  died  for 
his  falce,  and  for  the  Church.  But,  we  are  now 
particularly  to  confider  the  preaching  and  example 
of  St.  Paul,  as  this  Church  is  diftinguiflied  by  his 
nan\e.  Every  Church  being  the  Lord's  houfe,  as 
the  word  imports,  is  in  truth  dedicated  only  to 
him  ;  but  it  is  generally  diftinguiflied  by  fome  ho- 
ly name,  that  by  mentioning  it,  thoughts  and  af- 
fedions  may  he  raifed  in  us  correfponding  with 
fuch  holy  name. 

St.  Pau)  was  in  a  particular  manner  the  Apoftle 
to  the  Gentiles  in  the  Weft.  He  travelled  over  the 
the  grcateft  part  of  Europe  ;  and  there  is  good  au- 
thority to  believe  that  he  went  to  the  utmoft 
bounds  of  the  Weft,  then  known,  and  that  he 
preached  the  Gofpel  in  the  Britifti  Iflands,  that  he 
firft  called  fome  of  our  Anceftors  out  of  dreadful 
darknefs  into  marvellous  light.*  They  were  wick- 
ed and  ignorant,  indeed,  little  lefs  fo  than  Indians 
here*  But^  St.  Paul  himfelf  had  been  a  great  fm- 
ner.  He  obtained  mercy,  however  ;  and  was  won- 
derfully called,  that  he  might  be  a  remarkable  in- 
ftaricc  of  the  power  of  God's  Grace,  and  of  his 
readinefs  to  pardon  the  greateft  finners  on  their 
repentance.  St.  Paul  was'  made  a  chief  means  of 
iprcading  the  Gofpel  to  the  Gentiles,  and  efpecial- 
ly  in  the  Vveft  ;  and  he  particularly  exerted  him- 
felf to  (hew  to  others  that  mercy  which  he  himfelf 
had  received.  He  contributed  to  raifing  our  Na- 
tion aii'ong  the  nations,  to  teaching  our  Fathers 
wifdom,  knowledge,  truth,  to  their  teaching  us  aUb, 
to  our  fitting  here  under  the  light  of  the  Gofpel. 

*  Vide  Ivtlson's  Companion  for  the  Festivals. 
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H....  where  ^'^^^^^^l^^ 
their  dreary  way,  h"n""S  '*'"'  °Vot  God  rears 

;':£:'.'   W^n»d  adore  and^^^^^^^ 
fcfe  of  God,  efpecially  .0  u  ,  and  the  p'«  ^^^^^  ^,,^^ 
Gofpel  which  only  exahs  us,  and  w.  ^ 

in  God's  good  tj^J.eco„veaUth^^^j  ^^ 
dore  the  grace  of  God  wMU  j.^^,_  ^ 

and  which  makes  h.s  If »"  f "  ft^j  >(,  ,hem, 
Welling  to  us.  .^'^oi  l^^l  replming,  and 
and  imitating  his  good  txau  ^    '     „ie„ce  ;    and 

bringing  forth  works  "-"'f';,''^™  to  the  Lord, 
proving  your  converhoa^or  belonging      ,  .^^^  ^^^^ 

£y  your  obedience  to  him.    »  y  J  ^^^^  ^,_^y 

ate  his  f«-f^J"4^  !'*«itlflfim,you  perfccute 
him,  you  are  at  enmity        .       ,        ot  exf,  aor- 

him.  But  tlunk  ""t' *f*  "^i^be  bellowed  up- 
dinary  means  of  «°n^"'l°^,*^hundant  ha-'c  been 
on  you.  I.'Sl'ta"'*.'"';''^,.  ™d  a  voice  from 
poured  out  to  'on'VrX  c  Jls  vou  to  attend,  and 
heaven,  the  Word  o  GocU;4«you  to   ^^^^^^ 

to  toUow  mm.  ine  couv^  .^„„rfiiide  vou  ;  and 
'much  more,  are  before  yoVo.P"™,a  ^  f„. 
his  example  you  ""fj"""^  "  L  Sorcerer,  per- 
ed.  "  He  did  not,  I'^e/^'y™  Lwd  nor  with  his 
vert  the  right  ways  of  'he  Loid,  no 

brethren  the  Jews  .C'f^y^^'H^fv",  which  teftifi- 
the  evidence  <>  a  voice  from  Hea  e  >        j^.^    ^„j 
ed  to  our  Saviour's  Divinity  at  1.         ¥^^^.^^^  ^^ 
before  his  crucifixion,  but  he  beca      ^.^^^^_^^^  ^^ 
the  heavenly  vifton  ;   apd  "Pon  _ 

his  Saviour,  diligently  mqu^ed  b'^^^      y„„',  ,,, 
fare,  and  immediately  fo»ow^d"i 
received.' t     Ihe  ^race  ot  u^  ^  ^j      j,, 

!ri:SurrS:">e:"^'"ofGod:and.the 
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■*  For  Note  sec  ivige  ^3. 


t  Nelson. 
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'■%^-*'  w— '-W^^Wfc... th..^.^ 
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I  J  '  ■!■■ 

I        -a* 


ftandinKs  if  ih,v    K     r        """■  '"^'"s  and  under 

^?'-'^-  "  It  i»  hard  7or  ,y,  ,  ,  "^  u"  1'"'  ''''<  'he 
pricks.^  Any  wrong  done  o.ur^'^Nl?^""  ""= 
diflionor  to   Cod,   lefus  (kv  "^fg^'bour.  any 

lie  feci,  ,hc  oflenceV  and  we  „  ;!n''r'f'"u''"«  '""■• 
",  and  the  puniflinien?  of  i,   T      '"'  ""  '^'"«  «f 
«'•  later,  in^his  wo  d    or  '.l^"f  "'  ,^^'-  ^"^"'^ 
come  of  everlafUnc  life  or  .J.  i  X""'^  "'"''I   '» 
Jrf-s  has  tnanifeftfd  him  Hf  ,  H  'f '^  P"nilhment. 
n>en    ar.d  his  being  one  wi  h' h  «  f         '"'"  ^"  "" 
las  declared  that,  if  we  aTe  no,     "."'H^'  '  ""'' ''« 
=?amit  him,    ,!,«  iFwe  onnrfe  h''  '"'"•  ""^  »'« 
l"m,  and  we  wound  ourJ '^'^       ^"''■  *^  """"d 
■*wc  feed  the  lm"Krv  t  ?lLT'"''/^''''"^-    ^"t, 
<^omfort  the  afflicled  or  I'l  "'•'  ""=  "^'''•''f.  or' 
^■aler  to  the  ieaii  IfZ  2^  I'^'^'r  '  ™P  "*  ~'d 
well  as  for  (heir's  j"e  v^  ,^  "'''"^  ^'"  '"'  'ike  as 
"5  if  we  did  it  to  himfdf        '•"  "'  =""^  '''*»'•''  "s. 

him,  and  it  has  alfo  heen  '.W  T  '>'  i'  *^'  '"'<!  'o 
^rf-  And  he  is  made  a  ^fnir'-  f '•  1^^"' "bey. 
US,  to  open  our  eves  ,o  ,.       ^^  ""'^  '  ""■'"^fe  to 

!"  l!ght,%nd  fro^^he  ;rcr  o^S    """  ""'^''''^ 
He  >s  an  example  to  u,     n  1       T^  '°  ^od.J 

't:''----^Tc:i]:jt"iiL:c- 


Ji    I 
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,,-'^iinf')»< 


-^.-1 


«1 


caufe  I  perfecutcu  the  Church  of  God.  But,  by  ihe 
grace  of  God,  I  am  what  I  am  :  and  his  grace 
which  wasbeftowed  upon  me  was  not  in  vain."*  He 
preached  repentance,  and  he  brought  forth  works 
nicet  for  repentance  :  and  he  befceches  you  alfo, 
that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain  :  for 
he  Ays,  you  have  been  fuccourcd  ;  and,  behold, 
now  is  the  day  of  falvation  !t  Oh  !  that  I  could 
work  with  him,  and  you  with  me,  in  improvinpj 
the  grace  of  God  beftowed  upon  us,  this  houfe,  and 
this  day  of  the  Lord  !  that  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord 
might  be  made  perfed  in  my  weaknefs,}  in  fetting 
forth  his  prefence  here,  the  worfhip  due  unto  him, 
and  the  excellence  of  the  inftrudion  and  example 
of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  Apoftlcs,  and  efpecialiy  of 
St.  Paul. 

The  Lord  declares,  his  grace  is  fufficient  for  us. 
It  refts  with  us  then  that  we  cultivate  his  grace,  and 
do  our  duty. 

We  muft  *'  work  out  our  own  falvation,"§  work- 
ing with  him,  and  doing  all  things  "  heartily  as  lo 
the  Lord,  and  not  unto  nrcn  ^''^f  and  depending 
chiefly  upon  his  grace,  and  our  own  exertions.  We 
muft  improve  all  his  gifts.  We  muft  improve  the 
bleflings  of  this  houfe.  I  have  endeavored  to  contri- 
bute to  them  today-  You  have  joined  me  ;  and  you 
muft  go  on  with  me  in  this  good  work,  and  perfeverc 
unto  the  end.  Frrfake  not,  ncglecl  not,  in  future, 
gathering  together  here  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  to  the 
beft  of  your  power.  If  you  do  not  ncgled  it,  you  will 
join  with  me,  more  and  more,  in  faying,  furely, 
the  Lord  is  in  this  place — "  in  his  Holy  Temple."|| 
You  will  all  worfhip  him  together  in  body  and  in 
fpirit,  and  in  agreement  of  heart  and  voice  ;  and 
you  will  well  "  know  how  you  ought  to  behave 
thyfelf  in  the  houi'e  of  God,  which  is  the  Church 


»  1.  Cnr.  l.^.  9.  10. 
^  PIul.  a.  13. 


t  ■.».  Cor.  6.  1,  2. 
II  Pfalm  II.  4. 


t  2   Cor.  12.  y. 

%  Col.  3.  23. 


■lf^lii^r.Mtt>ni  .ca£i|!ilSa.^.'A 
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"le  living  God,  the  pillar  and  cround  n#  .1 
truth. '.     You  will  be  built  on  the  K  S  <ff  CUM 
»nd  h.,  Apoftlej  and  I'rophcts,  whi      7,   |,e  „ „,1' 
foundation  againft  y,lU  the  Rate,  of  h'  I  "Xll 
never  prevail  :  and  you  will  b/wriUadil  L  <!, 
l^.ul.  to  be  both  alm^ll,  a„d  altosS  (VittL^  ' 
fuch  as  he  was,  except  his  former  (in.    '■"""""^ 
Fming  Jefus  and  his  Tri^d.    yZ  wi  1  ft .t^ht 
jn  repentance,  fauh,  and  obedienceTand  We  the 
Lord  and  his  courts  :  and  nothino-  (h.n  f 
you  from  the  love  of  GotI  wMch  ?s^n  Crhfft''r"r" 

«;::^afoi&^trt€^ 

V*  w-li  "■""  r  '""""•""WecompanTof  A^gHs  '"t 
JriU  will  worOiipand  praife  G.,d  together  fof.li 

poftles  UV.rW.Ut    tthi^tlKrliKo^- 
I  ord^efif!  r  I'^^r  ?"  F'  ""•""S"'  ">«  Grace  of  our 

obedience,  now  and  for  evermore.     AMm      ^ 


|l 


Rround  of  the 
Kock  of  Chrift, 
ch  «s  the  only 
s  of  hell  ftall 
•fuadcd  by  St. 
ler  ChriiUans, 
ns,  and  perfe. 
^iJl  follow  him 

and  love  the 
'hall  feparate 
n  Cihift  Jefus 
o  be  ollcrcd  j 
w'lll   receive  a 
'  fit  down  in 
ind  Ifaac  and 
»  and  all  the 
•  tlie  general 
n  written  in 
of  Angels,"! 
ther  for  ever 
d  Jerufalem. 

liis  holy  A- 
rfelves  now, 

Grace  of  our 
i  the  fellow. 

of  his  mer- 
Father,  Son, 

afcribed  all 
fe,  love  and 
VIEN. 

v:.  n. 


S3 

^^^,ee  Mw  lO.-FOK  thr  ii.formiiUon  of  lomo  of  txj 
J^.  it  n4To  proper  to  mention  that  th-  f.rst  Settler-  lu  .  U 

.of  Lowir  clnaJa  were  a  few  l.oyali«.»  «ho  came  to  N»l«. 
.skoul  liiV  A.  I).  1781  ~-  Missi-skoui  Huy  ih  the  Norlhnn  ex. 

n  Hv  of^ Lak«  Chan.,.laln.  On  il.  Extern  shore  i,  H.tualeil 
St  Arm«nJ  ''"J  ^^  Villngc  of  FhillpibBrg.  About  a  m.lo 
Kleveo   miles  fu.thor  Fa^  Is   situat.d  the  V.llam^  of  !•  rel.tks. 

<iO<h  of  January,  A.  IJ.   1800.  .     ^      .        >  . 

•  St.  Armnnd  U  bou.uI..l  on  th«  South  by  the  Prov.nre  Line 
r.,nuin«  duo  Kast  and  West  on  the  parallel  of  Latitude  of  |. 
N.  which  separates  it   from  the  State  of   Vermont      S  .    Ar^  , 

„,and  is,  io  a  dueet   line,  nearly   ^^O  m.les  South«e.     '^^ ^2;  ^^ .  y^ /^^^ • 
b.c,  and  nearly  M)  miles  Southeast  -  f  Montreal.     It  U^mile*  t'^J 
J.  and  contains  about ^K)  Souls.  '» 

\ 


AT  THE  DEDICATION  OF  ST.  PAUL'S 
CHURCH 
During  divine  fcrvice  were  fead  Pfalms  24,  27  and 
132.     For  the  ill  Leflbn—part  of  the  6th  and  7th 
chapters  of  the  2d  book  of  Chronicles.     For  the  2d 
l.effdn— 7th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  from^  vcrle 
21,  bein?  the  end  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift's  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mcunt.     Bcfides  the  Collca  for  the 
Sunday,  (the  7th  after  Trinity)  the  Collect,  Epiftle, 
and  Gofpcl,  for  the  celebration  of  the  convcrfion  ot 
St.  Paul.     And  nearly  one  hundred  iinp;crs  joined 
in  Tinging  to  the  glory  of  God— part  of  the  84th 
Pfalm—thc   122a  Pfalm— and  the  following   An- 
them. ^^ 
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VVITH  jo|fu|  hearts  and  tuneful  sonir 
l''  "s.appropl^  the  mighty  Lord.     *" 

His  glorious  name  on  golden  lyres 
*^r.ke^thet..,y.ful^oir8a& 
And  boiiftdless, nature's  realms  conspire 
I  o  celebrate  bin  matchless  love.       ^     ' 

And  fT^'^K*'^''"^'""*  "«  ^>«  ^"ght  throne. 

*et  fur  tlio  merits  of  his  8on,         * 

V*';""*^'"^"  in  humble  dust. 
-   'n  temples  sacred  to  his  name, 

Kaise  their  hosannas  to  the  lamb 

w     ,1°"''  ^"'S>  this  joyful  d«v 

We  dedicate  this  house  to  thee  •'' 

Here  would  we  meet  to  sing  and  nrar  • 

'O  King  of  saints,  OtridGor 
Bo.v   be  Iiigh  heavens  and  Icud  thine  ear. 

Anriet%*J\'''""/''>'fi^'''^-'r      ^ 
W^rJl  '  ^'^"'"'^  ^"'e  »-est  here 
>Vth,n  these  walls  may  Jesus'  .har„*    ' 
Allure  ten  thousanJ  souls  to  love, 
And  all  supported  by  his  arm,      ' 

Sh.nebr.Hhtin  realms  of  bliss  above 

ShalT  '  •"'!  "^  "'''y  *"»'«  and  tongue, 
i^hall  join  the  armies  of  the  I  an^h 

if ^^^P'-'t  .^nd  the  groat  I  AM 
l^<^irsong,  seraphic  shall  they 'raise 
And  Gabriel's  i^ re  the  notes  resound  < 

To  *C       I     "'''^  '"''»'»*  the  sound. 
I  o  fatlier,  Son^„d  Holy  Ghost, 

Jf  '^^f^^^s  praise  and  «liy  eiven 
y  a     the  high  angelic  hostf  ^        ' 
IJy  all  on  earth,  and  all  in  heaVn. 
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